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This past year has been one of the
most interesting and rewarding times of my
life. Although it has been a very busy and
fast year, |1 have thoroughly enjoyed the
honor of representing MACo as your presi-
dent. | thank each of you for allowing me
this opportunity.

Since becoming a commissioner 10
years ago, | have always considered this
job as on-the-job training at Commissioner
College. This year as president has been
no different; just more issues, more peo-
ple, and more places.

In October 2008, | started my
travels by going to New Orleans,
La., to attend an AGRIP (risk
pools association) conference.
Other commissioners who are
trustees on MACo's three boards
also attended this conference.
The trip was followed by an ex-
cursion to Forsyth in November
for a planning session and retreat
for the MACo board of directors
and all three trusts.

executive conferences. The Northwest
states conference in Sitka, Alaska, in De-
cember and the all-states meeting in D.C.
in early January, were useful, too. These
events were great for sharing ideas and
concerns with other association presidents
while getting to know all the executive di-
rectors of other state associations and how
they work together on county concerns.

From January through April, | was in
Helena for “The Session,” which was very
interesting and educational. In March, |
took a quick trip to D.C. with all the MACo
committee chairs for the NACo Legislative
Conference; our own Midwinter Confer-
ence in February helped break the routine
of all those days spent in Helena.

The Western Interstate Region (WIR)

Mike McGinley, Beaver-
head County Commis-

sioner and MACo Presi-
| believe the best and, for gont

myself, the most enjoyable con-
ferences were the various president and

Conference was held in May in Pendleton,
Ore. This was a great conference about
Western county issues and | look forward
to May 2010 when WIR will be in Billings.
Lewis and Clark County Commissioner
Mike Murray will be taking over as WIR
president. In June, we traveled the state
going to all MACo district meetings. In July,
I went to Nashville, Tenn., for the NACo
Annual Conference.

These conferences are valuable and
necessary for our counties to keep their
voices heard at the national
level. Montana commissioners
are well represented and hold
many leadership positions on
these committees. Our state will
have two commissioners on the
::::INACo board and three when

.1 Murray becomes president of

fWIR. In August, | was trying to
E | stay in my county to catch up on
some work. | am looking forward
to our 100" Annual Conference
in Helena this month.

| wish Carl the best in the
coming year as our president
and know he will represent us well. He was
a great VP and | appreciate all his help,
including throwing a pitch in the dirt for me.

MACo is a great organization. | would
like to thank all of the commissioners
across the state who keep active in the
issues and who are willing to take leader-
ship roles in the committees and the
boards. Also, my thanks to Harold and
Sheryl and all of the MACo staff. You all
work hard to make things run as smoothly
as possible. It really was the people who
made this such an enjoyable and effective
year and who keep this organization great.

Once again, thank you for allowing me
to be your president this past year. It has
been an experience | will never forget. |
hope to see you soon in Helena for the
100" year celebration of MACo.




How long have you been a county commissioner?

| was elected in 2006.

Please summarize your MACo participation:

I’'m on the board of directors and chair of the Justice
Committee; | also represent MACO on the Mental Health
Oversight Advisory Council. | completed the commis-
sioner certification course, and | attended the NACO
Leadership Institute.

Please summarize your community involvement:

I’'m on the board of directors for the Center for Mental
Health, the Myrna Loy Center for
the Arts, the Rocky Mountain
Development Council, and the
Youth Connections Coalition. |
was appointed to the Governor’s
Electronic Government Advisory
Council representing local gov-
ernment. I'm a member of the
Helena Gold Rush Lions Club
and | coach a youth flag football
team.

Please detail your special |f
knowledge, skills, abilities and
education: '

. . Andy Hunthausen, candi-
| have a BS in education date for MACo 2nd Vice

from the Unlver5|ty of Montgna President and Lewis and
and a .masters in education/ 5k County Commis-
counseling and development gjgner

from MSU Northern. I'm also a

licensed clinical professional counselor, a certified school
counselor, and a certified teacher. I've also completed
the Rocky Mountain Leadership Institute and have been
accepted to the Leadership Montana class of 2010.
Please share your thoughts about MACo and how
you will serve the membership as President:

MACO is an organization with wide-ranging influence
across Montana. The diverse membership offers MACO
the opportunity to increase county participation in asso-
ciation activities as well as continue to positively impact
statewide policy. If elected, | would hope to reinforce
MACOQO'’s reputation of respect and integrity by fostering
those relationships necessary to create a statewide envi-
ronment that is more conducive to the business done by
local governments.

In an effort to complement MACO's role as a signifi-
cant player in policy and law creation related to the func-
tion of county government, | would work to help facilitate
an atmosphere ripe for constructive dialog among the
members with the goal of collaboration for the betterment

of the association and our ability to serve the public.

How long have you been a county commissioner?

| was elected in November 1990, so almost 19 years.
Please summarize your MACo participation:

| served on what | think was called the MACo Agricul-
ture and Land Use Committee after the 1991 annual
meeting. One of the first resolutions | worked on dealt
with the adverse effects of CRP on Main Street Montana.
It went all the way to becoming
an adopted NACo resolution.
That committee later morphed
into two separate committees,
the Agriculture Committee and
the Public Lands Committee. |
have served on the latter from
then on and as its chair for a
number of years.

From 1994 through 2007, |
was honored to serve as
MACOQ’s representative on the
Western Interstate Region Board
and _the NACo_ Public Lands date for MACo 2nd Vice
Steering Committee. In those prasident and McCone
capacities, | served as WIR county Commissioner
board chair for a term and a half,
and chaired the Public Lands Payments Subcommittee
for several years.

| have rarely missed any of MACo’s annual, mid-
winter, or district meetings and have participated as a
speaker in commissioner orientations a couple of times.
Please summarize your community involvement:

I’'m a member of the First Lutheran Church of Circle
and the Brockway Commercial Club that puts on the an-
nual “World Famous” Brockway Dairy Day Rodeo. | also
serve on the Executive Committee of the Great Northern
Economic Development Corporation and chair the East-
ern Region Juvenile Detention Board.

I've also served as the governor’s appointee on the
Fish, Wildlife and Parks Private Lands/Public Wildlife
Council, and | serve on the Montana Land Information
Act Council and the State Workforce Investment Board.
Please detail your special knowledge, skills, abilities
and education:

| graduated from Montana State University in 1970
with a bachelor’s degree in business. I've traveled this
state from east to west and north to south numerous
times and have a great deal of love and appreciation for
all of Montana. | have testified at the legislature on a vari-
ety of issues and | make every effort to meet with our
senators and representative whenever they or their staff
comes to McCone County. I've learned a lot through this
job, but even after all these years, I'm still experiencing
new situations and learning how to deal with whatever
confronts my board.

Connie Eissinger, candi-

Please see ““2nd VP...”” on page 5
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Sunday, September 20
8:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Golf at Green Meadow Country Club,
2720 Country Club Ave., Helena

10 a.m. Gates of the Mountains Tour
1-5 p.m. Registration

1-2:30 p.m. JPA Trustees Meeting

3-5 p.m. Board of Directors Meeting
5:30-10 p.m.  Centennial Reception & Dinner
Monday, September 21

7-8:30 a.m. No-Host Prayer Breakfast

8 a.m.-5 p.m. Registration

8:30-10 a.m.  Opening General Session
10-10:30 a.m. Coffee break

10:30-11 a.m. Reports

11 a.m.-Noon Focus on County Government and Mili-
tary Personnel for All Participants

Noon-1:30 p.m. Lunch

1-5 p.m. Exhibitors set up

1:30 p.m. Current Elected Officials to Army Aviation
Support Facility (AASF)

1:30-4 p.m. AASF Events

1:30-4 p.m. Tour of Capitol/MACo Buildings

4-6 p.m. Urban Counties Meeting

4-6 p.m. Hard Rock Mining Counties Meeting

4-6 p.m. Oil, Gas & Coal Counties Meeting

Dinner on your own

Tuesday, September 22

7-8:30 a.m. JPIA Trustees Breakfast Meeting

8 a.m.-5 p.m. Registration/exhibits open

8:30-10 a.m.  All MACo committees will meet. Atten-
dees who are not MACo committee mem-
bers are encouraged to participate in the
meeting of the committee of their choice.
Agriculture

Community, Economic Development &
Labor

Energy

Health & Human Services

Public Lands

Coffee break/visit with exhibitors

b

Time is running out to register for MACo’s historical
100th Annual Conference in Helena later this month.

If you haven't already visited our Web site and regis-
tered online to attend the event, to be held at the Red Lion
Colonial Hotel Sept. 20-24, then please do so immediately
to help us better estimate attendance. Early registration
ends Sept 4; online registration ends Sept. 13.

Also, if you know of any former county elected official
who hasn’t received an invitation to the conference, con-

10-10:30 a.m.
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Tuesday, September 22, cont.
10:30-Noon Committee meetings, cont.
Land Use & Development
Tax, Budget & Finance
Transportation
Information Technology
Justice & Public Safety
Noon-1:30 p.m. Lunch
1:30-2 p.m. Track A: MT Operation Lifesaver
1:30-2 p.m. Track B: Safeguarding Ag Products
1:30-2:30 p.m. Track C: Federal Land Payments

2-2:30 p.m. A: Federal Bridge Inspection Mandates

2-2:30 p.m. B: Dorsey & Whitney: Bonds

2:30-3 p.m. Coffee break/visit with exhibitors

3-3:30 p.m. A: Traffic Noise and Land Use Planning

3-4 p.m. B: Establishing Special Purpose Districts

3-4 p.m. C: Leveraging ARRA Funds

3:30-4 p.m. D: Montana Youth Challenge Academy

4-5:30 p.m. MACo Health Care Trust Membership
Meeting (all counties are invited)

4-6 p.m. 6 County Fort Peck Lakes Group Meeting

4-6 p.m. MT Coalition of Forest Counties Meeting

Dinner on your own
Wednesday, September 23

7-8:30 a.m. HCT Trustees Breakfast Meeting
7:30-8:30 a.m. Reservation Counties Meeting

8 a.m.-5 p.m. Registration/exhibits open

8:30-9:30 a.m. General Session

9:30-10 a.m.  Coffee break/visit with exhibitors
10-10:30 a.m. Records and Information Management

10:30-11:15 a.m. Interoperability Montana
11:15 a.m.-Noon MWCA/MACo Cooperative Strategy
Noon-1:30 p.m. Exhibitor/Sponsor Appreciation Lunch

1:30-2 p.m. County Burn Permit System

2-2:15 p.m. Public Safety Officer Standards
2:15-2:45 p.m. Coffee break/visit with exhibitors

3 p.m. Exhibitor booth take down

3-5 p.m. Closing General Session

5:30 p.m. Social & Annual Banquet

Thursday, September 24

7:30-9 a.m. New Board of Directors Bkfst. Meeting

tact Karen Houston, MACo meeting planner, immediately
at 444-4375 or khouston@mtcounties.org.

We've also included hotel information (please note
the host hotel room block already is full) and an agenda
detailing the informative four-day program, as well as an
exhibitor floorplan. We've also included a spouse and
guest agenda for those who'd like to explore Helena.

Again, if you haven’'t made plans to attend, please do
so now. You'll definitely want be a part of this conference!
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How long have you been a county commissioner?

This is my second term. | had a term from 1997-2002
and then came back this time in 2007.

Please summarize your MACo participation:

| have already been part of the leadership chairs,
and served on two NACo appointments (Labor and now
Intergovernmental Affairs).

Please summarize your community involvement:

Outside of work and a full plate as a commissioner, |
really do not do much as it is too hard to be effective in
outside organizations that only
want you there for your position
because they want an “in.” If you
already believe in approachability
and access, there is no need to be
phony. Please detail your special
knowledge, skills, abilities and
education:

Besides a lot of DES certifica-
tions, | have had an interest in ter-
rorism long before 911 and every-
body thought it was fashionable. |
have two bachelors (UM-Missoula
in business, MSU-Northern in edu-
cation), a master's from MSU-
Bozeman in adult education and
pursued a doctorate. The disserta-
tion did not get finished, but the
research did. Academically, | am
most proud of my thirteen years as a faculty member at
Fort Belknap College (1983-1996), and was instrumental,
along with Drs. Benjamin and Singh, in attracting the first
Fulbright Faculty Scholarship Program to a tribal college
faculty. | also am very happy about my work with Dr.
Young at MSU-Bozeman through the American Indian
Research Opportunities program in attracting health care
professionals from reservation schools to get degrees in
medicine and medical arts and return to Montana.

Please share your thoughts about MACo, and how
you will serve the membership as President:

| have thought about this a lot. Actually, my goals the
first time around are now realities. | would advocate to
keep all counties in NACo. It makes us a 100-percent
state and believe it or not, that means a lot besides
money being attracted to your county.

| also am of the belief county officials do not do
enough marketing. We are not near as good marketers
as state, federal, or city officials, mainly because we shut
up and get our work done. It is time the public had more
of an awareness of how fortunate they have to serve
them. What | do not want is your support if you think
somehow | will dedicate my entire leadership time to your
pet project. Leadership is about leading and serving, not
fighting every battle you can do yourself.

Vic  Miller, Blaine
County Commissioner
and candidate for
MACo 2nd Vice Presi-
dent
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How long have you been a county commissioner?

| began serving the people of Pondera County on the
first of January 2001.

Please summarize your MACo participation:

Since becoming a commissioner, | served one year
on the Agriculture Committee and have been serving on
the Economic Development Committee since 2002. |
have served as trustee and chair-
man of the three MACo trusts (JPA,
JPIA, and the Health Care Trust).
At this time, | serve on the Reserva-
tion Counties Association board
and the board of directors for the
Oil, Gas & Coal Counties. After
serving as vice president and presi-
dent of MACo, I'm past president
this year. | have been honored with
many opportunities to serve MACo.
| was appointed as the MACo com-
missioner/representative on the
Montana Interoperability Audit
Committee. As a MACo representa-
tive, |1 serve on the NACo Board of
Directors, the Community and Economic Development
Steering Committee, and I'm the elected chairman of the
NACo Audit Committee.

Please summarize your community involvement:

Little League coach for 24 years; board member and
secretary of the Pondera Regional Port Authority; chair-
man of the 13-county Center For Mental Health; Commu-
nity Regional Development Corporation Board; Northern
Transit Interlocal Board; Golden West Lutheran Church;,
and the Pondera Players Community Theater.
Please detail your special knowledge, skills, abili
and education:

That depends on your definition of “special.” My pro-
fessional education has been in healthcare management
and accounting. | spent 20 years as a licensed long-term
care administrator; many of those years involved a book-
keeping or comptroller function. | seldom take life seri-
ously because it's too short and | love to sing. | think pub-
lic service as an elected official is exactly what you make
it and | absolutely enjoy every day | am allowed to serve.
Please share your thoughts about MACo, and how
you will serve the membership as Fiscal Officer:

I’'m sure most members of MACo are aware | think
MACo is a great organization which represents and
works hard for every elected official in this state. The staff
is knowledgeable and willing to step up to insure every
official is as successful in their role as they desire to be.
That said, we can't afford to go backwards. MACo has
grown quickly and the staff depends on continuity and
strength in governance to help guide and direct that
growth.

Cynthia Johnson, Pon
dera County Commis
sioner and candidatd
for MACo Fiscal Offi-
cer

ties
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Please see “Fiscal officer...” on page 1
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