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Seilstad takes MACo leadership reins 
By Carl Seilstad, Fergus County Commissioner and MACo President  

Vol. 38, No. 10     October 2009  

Carl Seilstad, former MACo First Vice Presi-
dent, ascended to the position of president at 
MACoôs 100th Annual Conference, held Sept. 
20-24, in Helena. The following is his accep-
tance speech. 
 

 Iôd like to start off with a bio. Iôve got 
three children, two boys and a girl. Cory, 
my oldest, is in Wyoming working at a re-
finery. Codyôs a lineman whoôs stationed 
out of Denver. I never know where heôs at, 
but heôs about in every state sometimes. 
Cari, my daughter, manages the Verizon 
store here and sheôs moving to 
Great Falls soon. My lovely wife 
of 31 years, Cathy, is working in 
Havre at an accounting firm. 
 When you elected me, I think 
you kind of got a hick from the 
sticks. Iôve heard that before. I 
will not drive a car in a big city, 
so donôt ask me to rent one. If the 
cab canôt get me from point A to 
point B, Iôm probably not going to 
go. I have trouble making air-
plane reservations, so Iôm going 
to rely on the staff to help me out 
with that stuff. When we went to a restau-
rant in Washington, D.C., I ordered item 
number 37 off the menu and Lesley Robin-
son said, ñThatôs the price, thatôs the price!ò 
So now you know what youôve got here. 
 Over the course of the last three 
weeks, people have asked me if I was ex-
cited to be taking over the new job. I apolo-
gize if you didnôt get the dog-like reaction. 
You know when you throw a dog a bone, 
he comes back and wants you to throw it 
again? If you didnôt get that, I apologize. 
So youôre probably wondering, ñWhat does 
excite this guy?ò 
 Well, (grabbing a fishing rod), ñGet that 
net, I know itôs a hog! Itôs got to be a big 
walleye down there. Get the net, I know it 
is, I know it is!ò 
 With that (blowing an elk call), ñHeôs 
coming, heôs coming, I know he is! Heôs 

just around the corner!ò  Those are a cou-
ple of things that excite me. I do get ex-
cited every now and then. 
 That being said, I was excited a couple 
of years ago when you elected me to be 
your upcoming president. Since then, the 
excitement has kind of worn off; youôre 
there for a couple of years and I guess 
youôre eager to jump in there, take your 
turn and get going. 
 One thing Iôd like to mention is every 
president that gets up here talks about the 

organization and the staff. Iôm 
going to do the same thing, but 
Iôm not going to lengthen it be-
cause youôve heard it before. I 
want you to know I feel the same 
way. I think Harold said it best 
Monday night when he said, 
ñThis organization is your organi-
zation.ò I donôt feel like this is my 
job, itôs our job. Iôm up here for 
you. Weôre going to be working 
for you, because you are the 
organization. 
 I would like to hear about 

ideas. If anybodyôs got an idea, Iôd like to 
hear about it, whether itôs good or bad. If 
itôs a bad idea I bring up, I want to hear 
about it. 
 There is an idea that I had and itôs that 
every county donate $500 and we will have 
the MACo Presidentôs Walleye Cup. I hear 
some clapping going on, but I bet Iôm not 
going to get too much support on it. 
 I do want to hear about your ideas and 
I will be bringing one that I heard, which 
wasnôt mine, to the board meeting and Iôm 
going to present it to your district chairs. 
Iôm going to be relying a lot on the district 
chairs because I feel thatôs a good way to 
get information back to you. 
 Iôll be relying heavily on the district 
chairs, our past presidents, and our up-
coming boards. 

Carl Seilstad, Fergus 

County Commissioner 

and MACo President 

Please see ñSeilstadéò on page 12 
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MACo thanks its associate members, sponsors, exhibitors   
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 

Diamond Level 
Montana Department of Commerce, Helena 

Arthur J. Gallagher Risk Management Services, Inc., Orlando, FL 
Silver Level 

MDU Resources, Billings 
NorthWestern Energy, Helena 

Gaelectric, Great Falls 
Alltel Wireless, Helena 

Bronze Level 
Allied Waste Services, Missoula 
Morrison-Maierle, Inc., Helena 

Montana Correctional Enterprises, Deer Lodge 
WGM Group, Missoula 

Dorsey & Whitney, LLP, Missoula 
Nittany Grantworks, Livingston 

Copper Level 
Life Care Services, Missoula 
Grosfield Law Firm, Helena 

Tractor & Equipment Co., Billings 
ColorMax/ArcaSearch, Paynesville, MN 

LandAmerica Lender Services, Covina, CA 
MSU Extension Service, Bozeman 

 

EVENT SPONSORS 
Lewis & Clark County Commissioners 

Jefferson County Commissioners 
Beaverhead County Commissioners 

Joint Powers Trust, Lewistown 
Costco, Helena 

Black Mountain Software, Polson 
NAPA Auto Parts, Billings 

Nationwide Retirement Solutions, Idaho Falls, ID 
City County Sanitation, Helena 
Allied Waste Services, Missoula 

Robert Peccia & Associates, Helena 
Raymond James Financial Services, Helena 

Western States Insurance, Helena 
Tractor & Equipment Co., Billings 

Allegiance Benefit Plan Management, Inc., Missoula 
Pepsi-Cola of Helena 

QCI Asset Management, Pittsford, NY 
Correctional Risk Services, Brentwood, TN 

Power Townsend, Helena 
RDO Equipment, Billings 

Great West Engineering, Helena 
Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve, Fort Harrison 

U.S. Bank, Helena 
Northwestern Energy, Helena 

Valley Bank, Helena 
Morrison-Maierle, Inc., Helena 
Sandy Macôs Distributing, Helena 

Stahly Engineering & Associates, Helena 
MT Joint Council of Extension Professionals, Billings 

MDU Resources, Billings 

EXHIBITORS 
Correctional Risk Services, Brentwood, TN 

Robert Peccia & Associates, Helena 
Montana Correctional Enterprises, Deer Lodge 

Great West Engineering, Helena 
MACo Health Care Trust, Helena 

MACo JPA Insurance Trust, Helena 
MACo JPIA Insurance Trust, Helena 

Nationwide Retirement Solutions, Idaho Falls, ID 
Black Mountain Software, Polson 
Data Imaging Systems, Billings 

Water & Environmental Technologies, Butte 
Joint Powers Trust, Lewistown 
Nittany Grantworks, Livingston 
Montana Interactive, Helena 

Morrison-Maierle, Inc., Helena 
Tractor & Equipment Co., Billings 

Montana Department of Commerce, Helena 
NAPA Auto Parts, Billings 

Capital I Industries, Tisdale, Saskatoon, Canada 
U.S. Dept. of Agriculture/Rural Development, Helena 

Tri-State Truck & Equipment, Billings 
Schlenker & McKittrick Architects, P.C., Helena 

Transcanada, Calgary, Alberta, Canada 
Johnson Controls, Missoula 

Montana Department of Revenue, Helena 
Montana Department of Environmental Quality, Helena 

Office Depot, Helena 
Montana Dept. of Commerce Census & Economic Info Center, Helena 

QuestCDN, Spring Park, MN 
CTA Architects Engineers, Livingston 

Election Systems & Software, Omaha, NE 
JGA Architects, Billings 
Alltel Wireless, Helena 

Stahly Engineering & Associates, Helena 
Thomas, Dean & Hoskins, Great Falls 

Highline Mfg., Ltd., Vonda, Saskatchewan, Canada 
Hardrives Construction, Billings 

Allegiance Benefit Plan Management, Inc., Missoula 
Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve, Fort Harrison 

Montana State Parks, Helena 
Gaelectric, LLC, Great Falls 

Team Laboratory Chemical Corp., Detroit Lakes, MN 
Montana National Guard Family Program 

Roscoe Bridge, Missoula 
State Highway Traffic Safety Bureau, Missoula 

Montana Department of Natural Resources & Conservation, Helena 
Infomine of the Rockies 
WGM Group, Missoula 

Western States Insurance, Helena 
 

Remember, the best way you can thank MACoôs associate members, 
sponsors, and exhibitors is by choosing them the next time you need 
their products or services. Helping them helps us help you! 
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From left to right:  
Past President Mike McGinley, Beaver-
head County; President Carl Seilstad, 
Fergus County; 1st Vice President John 
Ostlund, Yellowstone County; 2nd Vice 
President Connie Eissinger, McCone 
County, and Fiscal Officer Cyndi Johnson, 
Pondera County (not shown, Urban Coun-
ties Rep. Greg Chilcott, Ravalli County). 

2009-2010 
MACo Executive 

Committee 

Seen at the Conference 

Photos by Mike Harbour 
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