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By Sheryl Wood, MACo Associate Director

MACo is proud to be the first state as-
sociation in the nation to partner with the
National Association of Counties and Cor-
rectional Risk Services (CRS) to offer new
programs designed to help counties control
and contain inmate medical costs.

The programs include Claims Admini-
stration and Inmate Excess Medical (stop-
loss) Insurance, with a $10,000 deductible.
Through our unigue arrangement with
CRS, we have negotiated a special re-
duced rate for any county that enrolls in
the Excess Medical Program prior to April
1, 2010. If 50 percent of the counties (28 or
more) have enrolled by that date i the re-
duced rate will not change for the first pol-
icy year. And, as an added bonus, when
you purchase the Excess Medical Insur-
ance, the Claims Administration service is
automatically included. This insurance also
covers juveniles in detention.

With the Claims Administration ser-
vice, CRS will review your bills to make
sure the treatment was provided, the medi-
cal coding is accurate, and any applicable
discounts are applied. CRS will pay the
providers directly, and return your original
invoices to you. The great news is that
their fee is based on what they save you. If
they find billing errors and are able to re-
duce the amount you pay 1 they will retain
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By Harold Blattie, MACo Executive Director

We would like to express our thanks
and gratitude for the countless phone calls,
e-mails and cards that we have received
DYl Si nce
quately express how much your contacts
have meant to us. It truly is humbling to
know how many people care and | really
don't know how we would be getting
through this without all of you. Having our
other children and their spouses at our
side has been a comfort to our entire fam-
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MACo offers help for inmate med costs

a small percentage of those savings. If
they determine the billing was accurate,
they do not retain a fee. We would urge all
counties to consider participation in this
program as it is a Afre
The Excess Medical Insurance is an
insurance policy just like property, liability
and auto where you pay a deductible for
large claims and are covered for major
losses. As an example, a small water and
sewer district had been purchasing liability
insurance through our insurance pool for
over ten years and had never had a claim.
But recently, a broken water main and the
subsequent damage resulted in a claim of
over $100,000. With the insurance, they
only had to pay their deductible. This one
claim, without insurance, would have been
financially devastating for this district.
While your county may not have had a
large inmate medical claim, MACo has
heard from counties that have i ranging
from $80,000 to almost $250,000 for a sin-
gle claim. So itdéds real
Awhenoé Aifo your count
significantly large medical claim for an in-
mate, is your county able to review the
billing for accuracy and would you be able
to pay the bill without causing problems
within your budgets? If the answer is no,

Pl ease see AMACO0éO

Blattie family offers its appreciation

ily as we make this journey together.
As you may have heard, an arrest was
made in the case last Friday so we now

Mi ¢ h aWdrds dail ® edet h begin a different journey.

Thank you again for the outpouring of
love and support we have received.
Regards,

Harold and Betty Blattie

Tim, Ronie and Matt

Chris, Jill, Breanna and Bella
Matt and Stacey
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By Owen Voigt, MACo Health Care Trust Administrator
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Life has taught me usual | 'whenlchose totravel alone most of the time. ad
the pleasure of riding bucking horses in Texas a few dif- The point is the conventional wisdom in rodeoing and
ferent times. Down there, the motto is everything is bigger life in general about buying bigger is not the case with
in Texas. If you buy a pack of six beverages, it may cost prescription drugs. No, there are no rules about buying
$5.99. Virtually always, i f biggerwith prescriptiondrugs. $9
or a savings of 98 cents. When rodeoing, we went by the We have recently had two instances where buying
theory if asixxpack cost $5. 99 and bigger actually cost a lot more. In one case, a road de-
buy 24 because of the money partment employee has been taking two 20-milligram
We would regularly cram four guys into a little car to (mg) pills for years. His physician refilled his meds for him
save on gas; obviously, if gas cost $100 for a trip, it was on his annual medical checkup and prescribed a 40-mg
$25 each if four went along. There is an unexplainable dose, which the pharmacist filled for him. Guess what
phenomenon in rodeo no one has ever been able to iden- happened; by going from two 20 mg to one 40 mg dose
tify: why is it when one guy travels alone, the adult bever- the cost of the drug went up by 400 percent! We re-
age cost is minimal, but each additional person increases searched this and found there were only two companies
the cost exponentially, especially in the case of bull rid- making the 40-mg dosage, while there were quite a few
ers? In my experience, any savings in gas cost by travel- making the 20-mg dose. Because only two companies
ing with more guys was virtually always lost and fre- made the 40-mg dose, they charge 4 times higher!
quently the cost was even higher than if | had just trav- To save money, herebs a tip:
eled alone. | proved this to be true in my later rodeo days cist to see if your meds can be obtained in different
amounts. By simply taking another tablet or two to get
your milligram dosage, you ma
the cost may change because there are limited drug com-
panies producing a certain dosage, the cost may change
dramatically and you may go from a preferred or non pre-
ferred to a generic. My | ast
if you want to save money.
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