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U.S. HR 980, the Northern Rockies
Ecosystem Protection Act, introduced by
U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney ( D-NY), will be
heard in the Subcommittee on National
Parks, Forests and Public Lands of the
House Natural Resources Committee on
May 5, according to NACo Associate Leg-
islative Director Ryan Yates.

You are encouraged to review the in-
formation below and to submit written testi-
mony to the subcommittee about how the
passage of this bill would impact your
county. Information about where to submit
your comments is at the end of this article.

The proposed legislation would sweep
more than 20 million acres into wilderness
designation, including designated roadless
areas, as well as significantly expand ar-
eas designated as wild and scenic river
corridors, wildlife recovery areas and bio-
logical connecting corridors. The bill has
71 co-sponsors, only two of whom are from
states that would be affected. States hav-
ing affected lands are Montana, Wyoming,
Idaho, Oregon and Washington.

The 30 Montana counties with lands
included for wilderness designation are

Winter is releasing Montana from its
grip, which means it's time for MACo’s dis-
trict meetings. The 2009 schedule is:

* June 3: Districts 4 & 5, Chester Fire
Hall, corner of 6th St. W. and W. Monroe,
Chester (Arnie Gettel, 466-2151)

e June 5: Districts 8, 9, & 12, Beaver-
head Co. Search & Rescue Bldg., 1116
Mont. Hwy. 41, Dillon (Tom Rice, 683-
3750)

e June 9: Districts 1, 2, & 3, Miles City
Town & Country Club, corner of S. 4th and
Eagle, Miles City (Mark Rehbein, 433-
1706)

e June 10: Districts 6 & 7, Carnegie
Public Library, 314 McLeod, Big Timber

Beaverhead, Broadwater, Carbon, Cas-
cade, Chouteau, Deer Lodge, Fergus, Flat-
head, Gallatin, Glacier, Golden Valley,
Granite, Jefferson, Judith Basin, Lake, Lin-

coln, Madison, Meagher, Mineral, Mis-
soula, Park, Pondera, Powell, Ravalli,
Sanders, Silver Bow, Stillwater, Sweet

Grass, Teton and Wheatland.
The text of the bill can be reviewed at:
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/

g e t d o ¢ . ¢ g i ?
dbname=111_ cong_bills&docid=f:h980ih.tx
t.pdf.

The text really does not tell the story
with the impact that a visualization on
maps does. The Alliance for the Wild
Rockies has maps of the areas posted on
its Web site at: http://
www.wildrockiesalliance.org/issues/nrepa/
maplndex.shtml. These are not “official”
maps but are believed to be accurate.

When reviewing the maps, note the
green highlighted areas are proposed new
wilderness areas, however, the greater
impact may well be the areas designated
with shaded dots as biological corridors.

Please see “Rockies eco act...”” on page 4

(Maureen Davey, 322-1010)

e June 11: Districts 10 & 11, Quinn’s
Hot Springs, 190 Quinn’s Canyon Road,
Paradise (Carol Brooker, 827-6942)

District chairs are responsible for
agenda setting and distribution to the dis-
trict membership. Additionally, the district
chair is responsible for the minutes and for
lunch arrangements. If the lunch is nohost,
please let the members know the cost so
they can plan accordingly.

If any agencies, organizations, or indi-
viduals would like to make a presentation
at any or all of the district meetings, please
contact the district chairs noted above to
make your request.
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Ah, spring. Snow is melting, corrals are drying out.
There are all those cute calves and lambs running and
playing in the pasture. Spring is truly the time of new life,
a new chance for life and a reawakening of nature; flow-
ers blooming, geese, ducks and other migratory birds re-
turning. There is the simple joy of watching deer feed
back up in the coulees and canyons rather than on the
shoulder of the highway.

My wife Becky and | made a quick trip to the Mother-
land (North Dakota) to visit family and deal with some
family business. Many areas of Montana and North Da-
kota had an unusually harsh winter, with record or near
record snowfall with prolonged periods of really cold
weather. | know of quite a few people are looking for Al
Gore to pay their heating fuel bills, what with global warm-
ing and all. Broadus and Ekalaka had an amazing amount
of snow, as did my old stomping grounds of Mandan, N.D.

Seeing the damage done by rivers and creeks that
had flooded well over their banks was chilling. As the
flood waters have mostly receded, it was sad to see the
damage. On my mom'’s place, they lost acres of an irri-
gated hay bottom that caved into the river. There are piles
of trees, brush and dead animals all over. Many homes
and buildings were flooded by an unusual amount of
snow and a record melt. Her house sits way up a coulee
and she had about three feet of water just from run-off.

Still, it is spring and even with the sadness of the loss
and damage there is the chance for rebirth. Thankfully,
the snow is nearly gone, as is the 20 degrees-below-zero
weather. It is also time for most counties and special dis-
tricts to renew their health plans. Different entities use
varying methods to determine renewal rates.

Calculating those rates for next year's premiums/
contributions have a combination of the average age of a
group, the losses or claims of that group and the losses of

the entity providing the coverage. The average age of
participants in the Health Care Trust is between 49 and
50 years of age. Loss ratios or dollars paid for claims ver-
sus dollars collected for groups varies from 20 percent to
more than 200 percent.

Knowing how your renewals are calculated and how
your group compares with the entity providing your bene-
fits is crucial to knowing and understanding your renewal
rates. Have their representative meet with all of the inter-
ested county employees, retirees and COBRA people.
Carriers regularly schedule renewal meetings and go over
these things. If you are just getting a letter telling you what
your rates are, we suggest you call your rep and go over
them. Medical inflation is generally about nine percent this
year and prescription drug inflation if running about 12
percent. These numbers vary a bit from carrier to carrier
but should be pretty close.

Just know if your claims are bad and your group has
gotten older, your increase can by higher and vice versa.
Another important issue is if your carrier is making any
plan changes. The HCT board of trustees recently voted
to begin covering bariatric surgery and expanding the
morbid obesity coverage effective July 1. While there is
an upfront charge for the cost of surgery, the medical in-
formation indicates the long-term costs to the plan and
benefits to the individual outweigh the charges.

If you have any questions about your renewal,
whether you are with the HCT or not, give Marketing/
Member Services Representative Pam Walling or me a
call and we can help you. | hope you take time out to
smell the crocus flowers this spring.

Health Care Trust Calendar of Events

May 1-June 15 July open enrollment period
May 15

Signed renewal rates due
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By now, you've probably heard the term “public
health national voluntary accreditation.” It was briefly dis-
cussed during the on-site county health board meetings
with state health department staff in 2008 as well as
MACo’s Midwinter Conference in February.

In 2007, the Public Health Accreditation Board was
established to develop and oversee a national program
for the voluntary accreditation of state, local, territorial
and tribal health departments. The goal is to improve and
protect public health by advancing the quality and per-
formance of health departments. As commissioners, you
oversee county health department budgets and often sit
on your respective health boards. You should become
familiar with these proposed standards and measure-
ments; visit http://www.phaboard.org/standards/
default.asp or www.phaboard.org. The Montana Public
Health Training Institute is hosting a free course in June
about accreditation; learn more at www.mphti.mt.gov.
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