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 Winter has released Montana from its 
grip, and that means it’s time for MACo’s 
district meetings. The 2009 schedule is: 
 • June 3: Districts 4 & 5, Chester Fire 
Hall, corner of 6th St. W. and W. Monroe, 
Chester (Arnie Gettel, 466-2151) 
 • June 5: Districts 8, 9, & 12, Beaver-
head Co. Search & Rescue Bldg., 1116  
Mont. Hwy. 41, Dillon (Tom Rice, 683-
3750) 
 • June 9: Districts 1, 2, & 3, Miles City 
Town & Country Club, corner of S. 4th and 
Eagle, Miles City (Mark Rehbein, 433-
1706) 
 • June 10: Districts 6 & 7, Carnegie 
Public Library, 314 McLeod, Big Timber 

(Maureen Davey, 322-1010) 
 • June 11: Districts  10 & 11, Quinn’s 
Hot Springs, 190 Quinn’s Canyon Road, 
Paradise (Carol Brooker, 827-6942) 
 District chairs are responsible for 
agenda setting and distribution to the dis-
trict membership. Additionally, the district 
chair is responsible for the minutes and for 
lunch arrangements. If the lunch is nohost, 
please let the members know the cost so 
they can plan accordingly. 
 If any agencies, organizations, or indi-
viduals would like to make a presentation 
at any or all of the district meetings, please 
contact the district chairs noted above to 
make your request. 
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 There’s a panoramic photograph of 
dozens of county elected officials from a 
1928 MACo meeting in Great Falls hang-
ing in our hallway. It’s doubtful most of 
those in the image thought much about 
standing outside for a picture on that cold 
January day, but thanks in 
part to an old photo, they’ll 
always be remembered. 
 We urge you to take 
your place in history, too, 
by helping us celebrate 
MACo’s centennial this 
September in Helena at 
the Red Lion Colonial Ho-
tel on Sept. 20-24. 
 That’s when we’ll hold our 100th An-
nual Conference. This monumental event, 
which has been in the planning stages 
since 2007, will be the result of many 
hours of work by association staff as well 
MACo officers and board members. 
 We’ve even changed the conference 
schedule to reflect its importance. For ex-
ample, we’ll begin Sunday night with a re-
ception and dinner devoted to the history 
of the counties and MACo, as well as a 
recognition of those elected and former 

elected officials in attendance. Tours of 
the Montana Capitol and the MACo build-
ings also will be available the next day. 
 We’ll soon send invitations to all those 
dedicated men and women who’ve held 
public office in our counties, thanks to the 

lists recently compiled by 
officials and employees in 
courthouses across the 
state. 
 Still, we know we 
might miss someone, and 
since our centennial is of 
no small importance, we’d 
like to enlist your help to 
reach those who might 

not receive an invitation. Please contact 
our office as soon as possible with the 
name and address of any former county 
elected official who may have been left 
off our lists. We’ll get invitations to any-
one we may have missed as quickly as 
possible. 
 For those still serving the great citizens 
and counties of Montana in an elected po-
sition, we, of course, urge you to be here in 
Helena in September. It’s truly a once-in-a-
lifetime event you won’t want to miss. 
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the pilot lit, and so did the entire area, including my mus-
tache, eyelashes and eyebrows.  
 Flames look pretty big when they are coming off your 
mustache and burning up around the side of your nose. 
Ever try putting out flames on your face? A sense of ur-
gency did not quite describe my feelings. My glasses 
were on my face and the flames from my mustache were 
rolling up under the lenses. I was slapping at my mus-
tache trying to put the flames out and all I did was knock 
my glasses off. Finally, the flames from my mustache con-
sumed what little hair was left and went out on their own.   
 My wife came out of the house with her face register-
ing fear for the intelligence of our children. We did have a 
really good laugh, but it took all weekend for the smell of 
burned hair to go away. My youngest brother has a say-
ing: “You have to be tough to be stupid.” Boy, did that fit. 
 Health care issues today seem to fit a similar sce-
nario. Everyone should have access to health care.  Re-
member health insurance was started in the 1940s as a 
way to entice employees to work for employers when 
wages were limited. Today, the cost is nearly out of hand 
with family premiums for really good plans costing more 
than a house payment. The issue now is no longer about 
just employee benefits nor is it just about the cost. 
 Given as much as health care costs, how is your plan 
running? Over the long run, is it fairly priced, do you have 
reasonable access to health care or do you have a plan 
that penalizes you if you go to the wrong doctor or hospi-
tal? If they penalize you, why? Is it to protect you from a 
bad provider or is it strictly money motivated for a cheaper 
up-front fee without consideration of the final medical out-
come? Do you have exceptional customer service for your 
employees? Do you get the information you need to de-
termine if your premiums/contributions are fair, based on 
your claims and the risk of your group?  
 Is access to good health care or access to health in-

surance the issue? They are not the same and I some-

times wonder if my brothers saying will come into play 

and the tough part of his motto is going to come from our 

wallets even more than it does now. Be careful you don’t 

break what isn’t fixed. 
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 The more we hear about the health care system, the 
more I wonder if it is fixed, broken or in need of either. It 
makes me wonder about where we are headed with 
health care today. No doubt something has to be done; 
the inflationary trend of around nine percent for medical 
and double digits for prescription drugs is not sustainable. 
 The question, really, is it broken or is it fixed and not 
working right? As individuals, we need to be careful we 
genuinely try to understand the issues and fix them.   
 People who know me well know I am frugal with my 
resources. Some would even say my extreme fiscal con-
trol make a monk’s lifestyle seem extravagant and waste-
ful. When I think of things that are fixed but not working, I 
think of the old Voigt family camper. It had a gas-operated 
refrigerator. When new, there was a factory installed igni-
tion system to light the pilot. 
 By the time the camper ended up in our yard, it still 
had a gas-operated fridge but the system to light the pilot 
involved a match, gas and a small enclosed area. My wife 
later added an idiot also was required. One Friday eve-
ning as we were getting ready to camp, I went to light the 
pilot so the fridge would be nice and cold before we left. 
 I went around to the side of the camper and took off 
the small access panel. Now I am a farm-raised, pretty 
handy, college-educated man, and I’ve been to more than 
one goat roping. That day, though, I had a dumb sign 
firmly in my hand. I reached into the access panel, under 
the fridge and pulled the primer to get gas in the pilot so it 
would ignite. To light it, I had a wooden stick match. 
 My arm was in to the shoulder and I had my face in 
the access panel. I got the match into the panel thinking 
how I was going to reach the pilot to light it. That was not 
a problem. The moment I got the match into the panel, 

May 1-June 15 July open enrollment period 
October 2009 January renewal rates mailed 
Nov. 1-Dec. 15 January open enrollment period 

Health Care Trust Calendar of Events 
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They’re going fast! 
 

2009 Directory of 
Montana County 

Officials 
 

Contact us at 444-4380, maco@mtcounties.org, or visit 
our Web site at www.maco.cog.mt.us to pre-order your 

copy today. It’s a real value at just $17.50 each! 
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