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 Trigger, the Jones family’s horse for 
more than 25 years, is getting too old to 
ride and has earned his well-deserved re-
tirement. Trigger is a “bomb-proof” horse 
and the family’s children all learned to ride 
on the back of this trusted family friend. 
 He is a patient horse, letting small chil-
dren crawl around and between his legs 
with never a hint of harming anyone or 
spooking. Trigger 
has hauled elk and 
gathered cattle. He 
could anticipate 
what a cow was go-
ing to do and know 
where to move to 
block the herd-
quitter, most of the 
time before the cow 
even took the first 
step out of place. 
 Trigger is just a great horse but the 
family is having a tough time making ends 
meet since Dad was laid off. With hay cost-
ing around $200 per ton, there isn’t enough 
money to pay for gas for the pickup, heat 
the house, purchase food for the family 
and buy hay, so the heart-breaking choice 
is made to sell him. 
 Hoping to find a good home where 
Trigger can live out his days, an ad is 
placed in the local paper but there are no 
responses. The hay in the barn is fast dis-
appearing and there is no money to buy 
more. Dad knows Trigger needs to be put 
down but cannot even think of using 
his .22-caliber rifle, so he checked with the 
local vet about having Trigger humanly 
euthanized. The vet says it will cost $125, 
plus $150 for hauling him the local landfill 
and burial – an amount the family just can-
not scrape together. 
 About the only choice left is to take 
Trigger to the auction. He’s hauled to the 
local auction barn to be sold. Hoping a kind 
soul will buy Trigger and take him home, 

but knowing he is probably headed to 
slaughter in another country, tearful good-
byes are made. 
 The family goes into the auction barn 
and does not have to wait long until Trigger 
comes into the ring. The family is shocked 
when the auctioneer tries to start the bid at 
$100. No bids. The auctioneer tries $75, 
then $50, then $25, and, finally, $10,  but 

no takers. Down 
comes the gavel with 
the auctioneer an-
nouncing “No Sale.” 
After paying the auc-
tion barn fees for the 
non-sale of nearly 
$50, Trigger is hauled 
home. 
 That night, Dad 
again loads Trigger 
into the trailer. This 

time it’s for a trip deep into the heart of the 
area’s most remote stretches. The tailgate 
is opened and Trigger is given a pat on the 
back and a parting “good luck.” Dad heads 
home, having abandoned Trigger to fend 
for himself in a strange place. 
 OK, Harold, that’s a sad story (I have 
no visions of any literary awards!), but 
what does it have to do with county gov-
ernment, you ask? Read on… 
 The number of horses being aban-
doned by their owners is rapidly increasing 
since horse slaughter for human consump-
tion was halted in the U.S. This situation is 
not exclusive to Montana or to the West 
but is happening nationwide. 
 As the cost of hay has increased, cou-
pled with people trying to make ends meet, 
they are often faced with the choice of 
feeding their horses or their families. There 
is virtually no market for cull horses in the 
U.S. When they are taken to auctions, 
many do not sell because the cost of trans-
porting them out of the U.S. for slaughter is 
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Please see “Horse…” on page 5 


