This year's legislative session has
been a busy one for our executive commit-
tee and board members, as well as MACo
staff. We've been fortunate to see many
resolutions, created by our members, turn
into bills that may soon

most every county responded by our dead-
line. Those efforts greatly aided MACo in
seeing the stimulus bill move forward in the
state legislature.

Now, MACo needs your help. In early

become law. Consider-
ing this is taking place
during the association’s
100th year of existence,
it's quite a fitting reward
for all the hard work.
There’'s only one
way MACo could reach
the century mark: focus.
Thanks to dedicated
county elected officials
as well as equally de-
voted employees, the
association has focused
on helping counties
serve their citizens more
effectively by ensuring
state and federal legisla-
tors don’t overlook local

March, we sent requests
to each clerk and re-
corder asking for a list of
former elected officials
to whom we'd like to
invite to our Sunday

night banquet at this
year's annual confer-
ence. We also re-

quested names and ti-
tles of all deceased for-
mer elected officials so
we may compile a state-
wide history of those
people who served.

To those counties
that already responded
with the lists, thanks so
much for the hard work.
We know it probably

government.

wasn't an easy task, but

Nowhere is this The Fergus County Courthouse, builtin 19Gfe appreciate the assis-

more evident than the @lso celebrated its centennial this year.

recent effort to get $10 million in stimulus
funds for Montana’s 56 counties. Although
nothing has yet been confirmed, if HB 645
is signed into law by Gov. Brian
Schweitzer, each county is due to receive
a minimum of $100,000 plus an allocation
based on the gas tax formula.

While many counties could each easily
spend the entire $10 million on their own
projects, the amounts determined by HB
645 are a step in the right direction. Even
considering the stipulations placed on the
projects, the funds still will go far in improv-
ing infrastructure across Montana.

Every county commission deserves a
round of applause for reacting so quickly to
our request for project lists last month. Cir-
cumstances required a fast turnaround and

tance. If your county is
still working on this project, remember we
need the lists by April 15. That will allow us
to get invitations in the mail and compile
the history.

In preparation for a great annual con-
ference that properly recognizes MACO0’s
100th anniversary, we've formed a centen-
nial conference planning committee; if
you're interested in attending its next meet-
ing in May, tell Karen Houston, our meet-
ing planner, you'd like to attend.

Finally, if you haven't already done so,
please make plans to attend our confer-
ence in Helena this Sept. 20-24 at the Red
Lion Colonial Hotel. Like always, it's open
to all county elected officials and spouses,
and we urge you to be a part of this historic
event. It will be an event you won't forget.



