GOVERNOR’S WORKFORCE INVESTMENT BOARD 

COLONIAL INN, HELENA

MAY 9, 2003

Minutes

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Haley Beaudry, LeRoy Bingham, Christina Boyle, Carol Brooker, Dick Brown, Webb Brown, Susan Christofferson, Jim Davison, Bruce Day, Jerry Driscoll, Ellen Engstedt, Becky Erickson, George Erickson, Dave Gibson, Lew Grill, Cary Hegreberg, Jim Hollenback, Verdell Jackson, Wendy Keating, Susan Knedler, Dennis Lerum, Chuck Olson, Gary Perry, Lyle Phillips, Diane Ruff, Gary Willis.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:   Arlene Becker, Caroline Brown, Bill Case, Vicki Cocchiarella, Gail Gray, Diane Harkins, Joe Matthews, James Reno, Byron Roberts, Linda McCullough, Jeff Rupp, John Musgrove, John Oldenberg, Donald Steinbeisser.

STAFF:  Gary Warren, Marla Tilton, Penney Clark

GUESTS:  Ingrid Childress, Elissa Mitchell, Sue Mohr, Connie Kinsey, Leslie Duffy, Suzanne Payton, Mark Maki, Anne Carpenter, and Kathy Yankoff.

I.  Call to Order

Chairman, Haley Beaudry, called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM.

II.  Welcome Special Guest

Haley Beaudry introduced the special guest speaker, Governor Judy Martz.  

III. Governor’s Speech 

Governor Martz just returned from a meeting in Ohio where other governors exchanged information on their recent legislative sessions.  Montana fared better than most other states and the outcome of our legislative session was discussed.  Governor Martz spoke about the State Workforce Investment Board’s role as an advisory body to the Governor, how important workforce development is to Montana and how much she appreciates the commitment and hard work of the Board members.  The Board was urged to seek new ways to bring new companies to Montana to create new jobs and to work closely with the BOS and CEP Boards to strengthen the economy.

IV.  Introductions

Haley Beaudry announced two new members were selected from the House of Representatives, Don Steinbeisser and Arlene Becker.  Verdell Jackson has been assigned to another Board, Education and Local Government, and will be leaving the State Workforce Investment Board.  Vicki Cocchiarella will be returning from the Senate and Senator Gary Perry will be the new Senate member.  Bruce Day and Jim Reno are the new members from outside of the legislature.  

V.  Roll Call

Roll call was taken and a quorum was established.

VI. Changes to Agenda

There were no changes to the agenda.

VII.  Review Minutes

No corrections were noted for the minutes of December 5, 2002.  A motion was made by Gary Willis and seconded by Dick Brown to approve the minutes.  The motion passed unanimously.

VIII.  JobLINC Promotional Campaign                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Kathy Yankoff, Business Services Coordinator, Workforce Services Division, Department of Labor, gave a presentation about the promotional campaign that Montana has been selected to participate in along with seven other states.  The campaign is a product of the National Business Engagement Consortium, which was formed as part of a grant from the US Department of Labor.  The purpose is to establish better awareness and cooperation between local employers and job service offices.  

IX.  Legislation

Gordy Higgins, Bureau Chief, Job Service Programs Bureau, Workforce Services Division, Department of Labor, gave a brief description of the programs in his bureau.  These programs operate out of the local job service workforce center offices.  The importance of business advocates and the role of the JobLINC program in the local offices was discussed, as well as the Veteran’s Employment and Training Program, the Migrant Seasonal Farmworker Program, WOTC, the Employment Training portion of TANF, Dislocated Worker and Trade Adjustment Assistance Programs.  The effect of the legislative session on program funding was discussed.

X.  Apprenticeship

Mark Maki, Supervisor of the Apprenticeship and Training Program, Workforce Services Division, Department of Labor, spoke about the programs under his supervision, the importance of the Apprenticeship and Training Programs to employers in this state and how these programs can help with the lack of skilled workers.

XI. Child Care Apprenticeship

Anne Carpenter, Child Care Specialist Program, Workforce Services Division, Department of Labor, gave a presentation about what is offered for an apprenticeship program for workers in the day care industry.  This program was established with a federal grant in partnership with the Department of Public Health and Human Services and provides opportunities for professional training for day care workers so that quality day care can be available in local communities.

XII.  Economic Report

Bob Rafferty, Bureau Chief, Research and Analysis Bureau, Workforce Services Division, Department of Labor presented the latest economic report to the Board and answered questions regarding the report.  The presentation offered to the Board is the same presentation that is used to brief the Governor on a quarterly basis and compares Montana’s standing on a nationwide basis in terms of unemployment and the general economy.

XIII.  Update from the Governor’s Office of Economic Opportunity

Dave Gibson, Chief Business Officer, Governor's Office of Economic Opportunity spoke to the Board about industry clustering, the entire clustering concept and how it could benefit the state of Montana.  Research has been done and information is being condensed into a useable format to be presented at the economic summit in Billings at the end of May.

XIV. Clustering in Education

John Cech, Dean, Montana State University, Billings, College of Technology presented a report to the Board regarding clustering in education and how it applies to education in Montana.  He also reviewed some of the items that would be discussed at the economic summit in Billings.

XV.  OPI’s Report on the use of the Governor’s Discretionary Monies

Jody Messinger, Administrator of Career, Technical and Adult Education, Office of Public Instruction, spoke about the use of discretionary funding that the Governor’s office entrusts to OPI, about $120,000.00, and the educational programs that OPI offers.   

XV. Jobs for Montana Graduates

This agenda item was postponed until after lunch.

XVII.  Balance of State (BOS) & Concentrated Employment Program (CEP)

Norma Boetel, Chair of the Balance of State Program gave the Board information about how their budget declined during the previous year, addressed upcoming cuts and how BOS plans to approach these funding cuts.  Bob Henry, of the Concentrated Employment Program, gave information on the technical training conference that will be offered in June.  This conference will present some new ideas on how to combine services.

The Board returned to Agenda Item XV.  Jobs for Montana Graduates 

Lorelee Robinson, State Coordinator of Jobs for Montana Graduates, offered the Board an overview of the various aspects of the Jobs for Montana Graduates program and how the WIA program and JMG could partner together to benefit Montana's young people.

XVIII.  Report on Programs from the Office of Community Services

Steve Nelson, Executive Director of the Governor's Office of Community Services provided information on programs in his office, including the Americorp program and the expansions that followed, encouraging civic engagement and involvement to strengthen communities. 

XIX. Update on Workforce Investment Act (WIA) and 

XX.  National Governor's Association (NGA) Academy

Ingrid Childress, Administrator, Workforce Services Division, Department of Labor, addressed the Board regarding the role that WIA plays in funding and structuring of the Workforce Services Division.  She also spoke about the programs that are up for reauthorization and what changes may come about in the programs and their funding.  In addition, she offered a report on the most recent developments regarding NGA.
XXI.  Committee Appointments

Haley Beaudry announced the members of each of the Committees.

XXII.  Operating Procedures

The changes to the operating procedures were discussed.

XXIII.  Member Terms

Changes to member terms were necessary in order to allow for better rotation and continuity of the board.  These changes were discussed.

XXIV.  Desiree Taggart Awards

Kelly Chapman talked about the Governor's Workforce Quality Award and announced that it has been changed to the Governor's Desiree Taggart Award to honor the memory of Desiree Taggart.  Kelly presented the Board with a proposal for the nominating process and selecting the award winners.  It was moved and seconded that the award name be changed that the criteria presented by Kelly be adopted.  The motion carried.

XXV.  Open Discussion on Goals, Future Training, Planning and Staff Planning

Gary Warren led a discussion on goals, future training, planning and staff planning.  Information from the executive committee meeting will be compiled and provided to the board members.  The Board agreed with this process.  

Haley Beaudry announced Marla Tilton will be leaving the Board staff and presented Marla with a gift on behalf of the Board.  Kelly Chapman will be the Board’s new Staff Director and will be hiring someone to assist with Board matters.

XXVI.  Call to Public

Sue Mohr, MJTP, announced that the annual planning session for the two local boards will be in Bozeman at the Grandtree Inn on October 8.  The Board will be formally invited to this session.

XXVII.  Establish Next Meeting Date

The next meeting will be held in conjunction with the Governor's Labor Day Report and the meeting date will be announced in the future.

XXVIII.  Adjournment

Meeting adjourned at 2:40 PM.

_______________________________________

________________

Haley Beaudry, Chairman
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