GOVERNOR’S WORKFORCE INVESTMENT BOARD

Economic Development and Business Retention Committee

Red Lion Colonial Hotel, Helena

December 11, 2003

Minutes

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & BUSINESS RETENTION COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:  Chair Dick Brown, Jim Davison, Arlene Becker, Susan Christofferson 

STAFF:  Pam Watson

GUESTS:  Ingrid Childress, Dave Gibson, Gary Warren, Linda Woods, Sue Mohr, Cherelee Martin, Rebecca Clark

I.  Welcome and Introductions

Chairman, Dick Brown, called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m., and welcomed board members and visitors; introductions were made.  Chairman Brown advised that due to a conflict, he would be unable to attend the SWIB meeting tomorrow, and asked Rep. Arlene Becker if she would present the committee report to the Board.  Rep. Becker agreed.

II.  Committee Goals, Charge and Duties
During the conference call on November 12, 2003, the committee approved the draft Goals, Charge and Duties prepared by staff, and asked that this item be added to the December SWIB Agenda for action.  Prior to a motion, Chairman Brown asked if Dave Gibson would assist the committee in defining a “sector”, as the term is incorporated into the committee’s first goal.  Mr. Gibson explained that sectors are the groups of businesses or entities within each cluster, but that the definition will continue to be dynamic until the businesses and employers in Montana’s Clusters define the participants.  The next phase of the Montana Cluster Analysis Study will be under way during the next six months, and may provide a more specific definition.  Susan Christofferson moved to adopt the revised goals, Jim Davison seconded; motion carried.

III.  Registered Apprenticeship Program Expansions

Gary Warren, Chief of the Workforce Programs Bureau, Department of Labor & Industry, gave a report on the most recent Apprentice occupation in Montana, Pharmacy Technicians.  He also provided a draft letter to be used in marketing the program, which he asked the committee to present to the State Board for approval and signature by the State Board Chairman.  The letter was addressed to Employers and Job Seekers, and acknowledged the SWIB’s support of Apprentices in Montana as a valuable partner in workforce development.  A couple of suggestions were heard for revisions to the letter.  Mr. Warren agreed to make the recommended changes, and provide an updated letter to the SWIB at the meeting tomorrow morning.  Jim Davison moved to recommend the SWIB sign the letter as revised, and bring the issue before the State Board for action tomorrow.  Rep. Arlene Becker seconded; motion carried.

IV.  NGA Policy Academy Update
Gary Warren also reported to the committee on this agenda item.  This was a follow-up report from the September meeting at which time the committee was given a brief summary of the project.  There are six states participating in the Academy; Montana, Idaho, Ohio, Missouri, New Jersey and Virginia.  The US Department of Labor has charged the team with researching the next generation of workforce development policy, and Mr. Warren informed the committee that the timeline for the project has been shortened, with the deadline for completion now being August 2004.  The next meeting of the Academy team is scheduled for April 2004.

V.  LMI Marketing Pilot Project Update
Sue Mohr, MJTP Director, gave an update on the status of the LMI Marketing Pilot Project that was discussed during the conference call on November 12.  At that time, it was not determined if the MJTP would apply for the $20,000 grant.  Since November 12, MJTP has worked with Annette Miller, Manager of the Research and Analysis Bureau, Department of Labor & Industry, and with staff of the State Board to make application.  The paperwork was submitted on November 26th, formally applying for the grant, and the recipient should be announced in December.  If awarded the grant, MJTP will target the Billings One-Stop for the project, and focus on new ways to market LMI data to better serve workforce professionals.

VI.  Public Comment
Chairman Brown asked for Public comment.  Hearing no further comment, the meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m.
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